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From American Primacy to America First. Evolution of the U.S.
Foreign Policy Thinking in the Post-Cold War Era
Wang Wi oeeeeserresernmeertii s ( 66)
Soon after the Cold War ended the United States encountered a uni—
polar moment. The structural advantages and belief of democratic triumph
let the idea of U.S. primacy grow and spread across American society. Poli—
cy thinkers basically agreed about the objective but disagreed over the
means to maintaining the dominant power status. The U.S. policymakers
were concerned about the security and economic field the most considering
China and Russia the most likely opponents. This practice of the post-Cold
War era indicates that though specific means may change the U.S. strate—
gic objective remains unchanged. The latest policy adjustment still reflects
this long-term tendency. The so-called America First in this sense is still

a variance rather than a deviance of U.S. Primacy.

The Evolution of U.S. Foreign Policy towards
the Iraqi Kurdish Issue
Li Ruiheng — creoeereeemmeeemmmmerii (82)
With the U.S. interests expanding and deepening in the Middle East

the Kurdish issue began to come into the calculations of American foreign
policy. Based on Iraq’s special strategic position and evolution of its situa—
tions the Iraqi Kurdish issue has played a greater and longer-term role in
U.S. diplomacy. Taking the principle of “self-determination” proposed by
the United States after World War I as the starting point the 1991 Gulf
War as a turning point and the establishment of Kurdish no-fly zone as an
important symbol the U.S. foreign policy on the Iraqi Kurdish issue can be
divided into two major periods: before and after the Gulf War. It also can
be subdivided into 8 periods according to its characteristics. The relations
between the United States and Iraqi Kurds have undergone an important
transformation but this has not changed America’s pragmatic position on
the Iraqi Kurdish issue since it is essentially only part of America’s han—
dling of relations with Iraq and the Middle East. According to its domestic
political situation international strategy Middle East interests specific
changes in Iraq’s politics and regional situations the United States con—

stantly adjusts its policies on this issue to pursue its hegemony in the Mid-
dle East.

Domestic Sectional Alliance and the Evolution of U.S.
Foreign Strategy
Wang YOl'lg ............................................................... ( 109)

Influenced by such factors as economic structure and development lev—



