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Abstracts

early developmental advantages the slave trade and the legacy of British colonial rule were historical
conditions for the riparian Arab tribes in shaping identity. Nationalism and Islam politicization were the
main strategies and means for the Arab tribes to consolidate their status in the post—colonial era. The

i

“central-periphery ” model formed by identity politics has continued to marginalize non-Arab and non-

Muslim tribes triggered the ongoing and intractable tribal conflicts. Therefore Sudan urgently needs to

get 1id of the identity politics trap and rebuild the justicial “Sultan” identity based on national solidarity.
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49  The Plight of Peace: South Sudan’s Separate Referendum and the Reflections

Abstract The South Sudan referendum is a rare case of successful separation in recent years. This
referendum is the result of peaceful negotiations on the Sudan’s civil war and is a protocol referendum
of democratic separation. In fact the Sudan’s civil war did not necessarily lead to secession. However
the colonial history and diversity of the North and South Sudan made it extremely difficult for a peaceful
resolution. Due to the special geographic location of Sudan its uneven distribution of resources
apparent cultural differences between the North and the South as well as the mediation of the
international community using referendum to solve disputes has become a possible option that can be
accepted by all parties. The referendum has both positive and negative influences and probably does
not develop as the outside had expected. While North—South relations were unpredictable the South
faces fierce and cruel internal waves. The roots of internal and diplomatic difficulties in South Sudan
might lie in the flaws in the comprehensive peace agreement the farfetched link separation with peace
and the pursuit of self-interest by major stakeholders. This paper argues that neither referendum nor
secession are good ways to resolve a country’s internal conflicts. Actually the essential problem is to
find an effective and lasting—peace strategy.
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Abstract The power relationship among countries in the same basin is the determining factor in
the allocation of trans-border water resources. Remaining as the strongest power in the Nile Basin
Egypt has attained a position of hydro-hegemony in the basin and maintained the water allocation regime
that best served its national interests. However power of the upstream countries has been rising since
the end of the 20th century challenging this regime. The upstream countries have begun to conduct
their own water exploitation projects which has changed the picture of water exploitation in the basin.
At the same time the downstream countries diverge greatly from the upstream countries on the water
utilization issue which has become more obvious. While the downstream riparians insist that their
acquired rights to the Nile water are unnegotiable the upstream ones assert that all the riparians have
equal rights to it. This dispute impedes progress on the comprehensive legal regime of the basin. Due to
the lack of such a regime the riparians tend to exploit water resources in their territories unilaterally.
The Nile Basin is facing more uncertainty due to rising demands for water and unilateral water
exploitation projects.

Key Words  Hydropolitics; Nile River Basin; Power Relations; Egypt; Sudan; Ethiopia

Author ZHANG Jin Ph.D. Candidate School of Foreign Language Peking University.

76 A Study on the Construction of China’s Middle East Diplomatic Thought in the New Era
Abstract Since the 18th National Congress of the Communist Party of China China has been
actively exploring the great power diplomatic thought with Chinese characteristics. As an important part
of China’s diplomatic thought in the new era China’s Middle East diplomatic thought has basically
formed a unique system through continuous accumulation and development. The foundation of the
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