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Abstracts

Constrained by the foreign pressure and various disadvantages brought by the
domestic political system, a fundamental reform of Iraq’s political system is unlikely
to carry out. The protest movement will inevitably enter a cyclical process of ups and
downs. On the other hand, the protest movement has become a key factor in forcing
Iraq”s domestic reform.
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77 The Evolution of Kurdish Nationalism in Iraq: A Perspective of State
Building

Abstract  The Kurdish independence referendum held in September 2017
indicates that an independence-oriented nationalism has become an obvious political
phenomenon within the current Kurdish society of Iraq, which, however, is not an
inevitable result. It is essentially an outcome of the failure of modern Iraq’s state
building process. Therefore, only from a perspective of state building, can one
understand the origin of Iraqi Kurdish nationalism as the heritage of Ottoman
Empire’s collapse, and its development under the structure of Iraqi state, and its
historical transformation due to the collective punishments and Kurdish autonomy
after 1991, then further explore the extent to which the Iraqi Kurdish nationalism has
evolved in different historical periods.
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97 The Interaction Between Iraq’s Shiite Militias and the State: A Perspective
of Legitimacy Power

Abstract  Militias as a special kind of irregular armed force, are widely
present in countries during political turmoil or transition period, and play an
important role in the domestic and regional security environment. In the early post—
war period of Iraq, the country was in a state of political inefficiency and military
weakness. Shi‘ite militias organizations took the opportunity to join the national
political system. By maintaining security and order, sharing governance
responsibilities, and assisting social reconstruction, they made up for the lack of
national political and military functions and gained a strong foundation of public
opinion and social mobilization. The expansion of Shi‘ite militias” legitimacy power
threatened the highest political and military authority in Baghdad, affected the post—
war state-society relations and regional security situation, and forced the government
to adjust its relationship with it. In the future, when Iraq promotes the disarmament,
demobilization, and reintegration of Shiite militias, it will not only coordinate the
relationship between power concentration and social stability but also maintain the
balance between the US-ran game and national sovereignty to serve the national
governance and reconstruction.
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